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Great news!   
 
Calvin Bowen and Robert 
Falsetti received “Basically 
Qualified” membership status 
in May.  BQ status is achieved 
with a favorable personnel 
security investigation (PSI) 
determination, which, as we 

all know, is a very lengthy process.    Congratulations, 
guys.  Thanks for your patience. 
 
Since Calvin and Robert are now is BQ status they will 
be issued an Auxiliary ID card by the Director of Aux-
iliary (DIRAUX) office.  They are also authorized to 
attend Coast Guard or Coast Guard Auxiliary C-
schools and hold any elected or appointed office for 
which they are eligible.   The Auxiliary Manual, Chap-
ter 8, Section B, goes into more detail about member 
status and PSI determinations.   
 
We are awaiting final word and guidance on the new 
Provisional Auxiliary Membership process that 
should help new members get temporary AUX ID 
cards in a shorter length of time.  New members who 
complete all AUXMT courses could possible receive 
the ID cards as soon as 90 days.    

 
We met with BM1 A’Giza and BM2 Feliciano on May 
24 at Flotilla Island for inspection of our personal 
protective equipment (PPE).  Thanks to them, we are 
compliant and ready for operations.   
 
We also received three new Personal Locator Bea-
cons (PLB) in the first shipment of Rescue & Survival 
Systems (RSS) equipment distributed from USCG Sec-
tor Charleston.  These will be assigned to OPFAC for 
use by crew members on patrol. 
 

Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 

USCG Air Crew LT. Williams and  Festus Burchfield, FC Flotilla 12-3, talk 
under the cool shade of  the aircraft wing .  

Flotilla 12-3 members conducted many National Safe 
Boating Week activities, including a boating safe-
ty course, boat patrols, vessel examinations, program 
visits and proclamations from local dignitaries.  Sev-
eral are highlighted in this newsletter and I offer my 
sincere appreciation to members who participated.  
 
With NSBW behind us now, we can refocus on surface 
operations and crew training.  Last month a Personal 
Watercraft (PWC) owned by Coxswain Al Crothers 
was approved as an Operational Facility (OPFAC) by 
the U. S. Coast Guard.    PWCs are valuable assets par-
ticularly during paddle craft events such as Paddle-
benders, SUP Classic and the Great Portage Race.   
 
Robert Falsetti was a big help with the movement of 
many cases of SC DNR Boating Laws & Responsibili-
ties handbooks from the STYX office in West Co-
lumbia on May 25.  These handbooks are made avail-
able to recreational boaters to help them understand 
the legal requirements for safety equipment, respon-
sibilities of owners and operators, and a vast amount 
of boating information crammed in pocket-size hand-
book.  There are pages for PWC operators and paddle 
craft boaters as well.  Although the cover photo has 
changed, we are assured that the content has not.  
The handbooks will be distributed to flotillas in Divi-
sions 2, 10 and 12 in the near future. 
 
I would like to recommend these USCG Auxiliary 
events and programs to our members: 
 
July 9  Division 12 meeting-Monck’s Corner 
 
Aug. 24-27 National Convention-Phoenix 
 
Sept. 22-25 District Training Conference-Orlando 
 
 
Click on the logos below for more infor-
mation about NACON and DTRAIN.  

 
 

Coast Guard Photo 

http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/publications/auxman.pdf
https://vimeo.com/160297007
http://www.exhibitservices.net/#!d7-dtrain-2016/c1kme
http://www.exhibitservices.net/#!d7-dtrain-2016/c1kme


 

 

 

USCG Air Crew LT. Williams and  Festus Burchfield, FC Flotilla 12-3, talk 
under the cool shade of  the aircraft wing .  

Human Resources_________________________ 
Festus Burchfield , FSO-HR 
 
The Human Resources Directorate  announced 
the formal introduction of a national resource 
tool for recruiting in May.  
 
Individuals expressing interest in joining the 
Auxiliary can take advantage of a Webinar de-
signed specifically for their needs.   
 
The “Tuesday Night Live” program will be of-
fered on the first Tuesday night of every month 
to provide items of interest to potential appli-
cants, and to offer them a dedicated opportunity 
to have their individual questions answered. 
 
Two sessions for Atlantic and Pacific areas are 
scheduled at 7:00 p.m. and prospective mem-
bers can choose between either Webinar de-
pending upon their own personal schedule or 
time zone.   
 
I anticipate this will be very helpful as we intro-
duce prospective members to the many key ele-
ments and advantages of joining the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary.   In the meantime we are meet-
ing with prospective members and helping them 
negotiate the paperwork.    
 
If anyone is interested in the FSO-HR position, 
please notify me.  This very important position 
requires all AUXMT course completions and BQ 
status due to the protection of member’s appli-
cation personal information.  

Communications___________________________ 
Calvin Bowen, FSO-CM 
 
A message from District 7 Bridge 
 

Time to prepare………. 
 
As you know, June 1st begins the six-month hurri-
cane season.  We have tested Everbridge, our 
calling trees, and the Auxiliary Contingency Sup-
port Plan.  Fast response teams have been identi-
fied, and we know what assistance the Coast 
Guard may need in case of an emergency. 
But, have you prepared yourself and your family 
for an unknown destructive storm?  Please fol-
low these simple steps to prepare for this hurri-
cane season in case you have to evacuate or 
there is no electricity or water for an extended 
period of time. 
 
Stay Informed.  Weather the storm in a safe place.  

Find and sign up for all relevant text alerts 
and warnings. 

 
Make a Plan.  Develop a communications plan for 

your family.  You may not be with your loved 
ones when disaster strikes, so it is important 
to discuss how you will communicate and 
where you will meet.  Decide where you will 
go if forced to evacuate and how you will get 
there. 

 
Build an Emergency Supply Bag.  It should contain 

non-perishable foods, water, medications, 
cash, copies of important legal documents 
and personal identification.  If needed, you 
can then quickly grab the bag and go.  Don’t 
forget to prepare one for your pet(s) too. 

 
RESOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

www.fema.gov 
www.redcross.org/prepare  
www.weather.com 
NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards or NWR 
Your local emergency notification systems 

 
Be prepared and stay safe! 

Flotilla Staff Officer-Human Resources  

http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.redcross.org/get-help
https://weather.com/


 

 

 

Operations__________________________________ 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-OP 
 
Nice weather helped with the swim test on May 
15 for boat crew trainees Robert Falsetti and Re-
becca Connelly.   
 
We also completed two Lake Murray boat patrols 
with training in readiness for the Qualification 
Examinations this year.  QE checklists for cox-
swain and boat crew members can be found at 
the District 7 website www.uscga-district-7.org/.  
Open the “QE’s Corner” for initial and recertifica-
tion checklists.  While you’re there, take a look at 
QE Bulletin #4 with guides for a successful 
dockside and underway check ride.   
 
A new Operational Facility owned by Coxswain Al 
Crothers was added in May to the flotilla surface 
operations program.  Named “Pop’s Toy”, we’re 
pretty sure it has something to do with the 
youngsters in his family!  Al is working on outfit-
ting his new center console boat to be added as 
OPFAC this summer.  Once the Coast Guard ac-
cepts and approves a vessel with the required 
gear and equipment, it becomes eligible to put 
into service under Coast Guard orders.  We look 
forward to having a second OPFAC boat for Coast 
Guard missions and to expedite our boat crew 
member training tasks for towing evolutions.   

Top photo: Boat crew trainees Rebecca 
Connelly and Robert Falsetti give 
‘thumbs up’ and look relaxed while ac-
complishing the boat crew swim  re-
quired task.   
 
Middle photo:  Rebecca attempts to tow 
Robert in a light-hearted “rescue opera-
tion”.  Photos by Barbara Burchfield.  
 
Bottom photo:  Meet “Pop’s Toy”, the 
newest Operational Facility to go into 
service at Flotilla 12-3.  Coxswain Al 
Crothers will be able to use the trailera-
ble facility throughout the Sector 
Charleston area of responsibility under 
Coast Guard orders.  PWCs have been a 
valuable addition to regatta safety pa-
trols on the lake.  Photo by Al Crothers.  

“Pop’s Toy” 

http://www.uscga-district-7.org/


 

 

 

Vessel Examinations_____________________ 
John Mezynski, FSO-VE 
 
We had to request additional 
VSC decals for the second time 
this year.  Just to give you an 
idea of our vessel exam perfor-
mance, we have exceeded 2015 
counts by over 30% already 
this year.  Although the num-
bers aren’t showing up in 
AuxData yet, my tally with Ves-
sel Examiners comes up at 175 
vessel safety checks.  Good job! 
 
 
Program Visitation_______________________ 
Robert Falsetti, FSO-PV 
 
Our RBS-PV counts are lower than expected for 
this time of year, with six qualified PV members 
having no reported visits at all.  Remember that 
it only takes 4 marine dealer visits annually to 
remain qualified as a Program Visitor.   
 
There are lots of safety pamphlets, stickers and 
materials available in the storage van.  Or you 
can submit a request for materials be sent di-
rectly to your home.  Ask me how.  

 
Public Affairs______________________________ 
Bill Lindsay, FSO-PA 
 
May was exceptionally busy with National Safe 
Boating Week proclamations, news releases, 
and advertising.  Three pages follow with pho-
tos and highlights.    
 
 

Materials___________________________________ 
Michael Mikutaitis, FSO-MA 
 
Lots of supplies were requested and processed 
last month to accommodate NSBW and the 
start of boating season.  If you need any sup-
plies, send an email to michaelcae@yahoo.com.   

Member Training_________________________ 
Allen Crothers, FSO-MT 
 
AUXMT - ATTESTAMENT RECORDS 
 
Log into the NTC http://ntc.cgaux.org/ using 
your eDirectory (member page) login ID and 
password. 

 
 Select the Self-Attestation tab 
 Select the Test IDs that you have completed 
 Start the test 
 Select the proper response for your comple-

tion of each of the mandated courses 
 Select return to catalog to finish remaining 

items 
Disconnect upon completion 
 
The completion is registered and FSO-MT gets a 
notification of it coming through. 
  
If you still have not completed Auxiliary mandat-
ed training courses, find them online here: 

 
AUXMT videos and PowerPoints  

Diversity_____________________________________ 
Stephen Pstrak, FSO-DV 
 
All you Facebook friends and fans will want to 
see the USCG Auxiliary Facebook page.  Click on 
the photo to see it for yourself.   
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mailto:michaelcae@yahoo.com
http://ntc.cgaux.org/
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-DEPT&category=mandated-training
https://www.facebook.com/CGAUXDiversity


 

 

 

Flotilla 12-3 members  promoted  

National Safe Boating Week with a 

number of community service activi-

ties: 

 

Safe Boating Week Proclamations 

from SC Governor Nikki Haley,  

Town of Chapin Mayor Skip Wilson &  

Town of Lexington Mayor Steve Mac-

Dougall.    

 

RBS program visits to marinas and 

marine dealers, providing free safety 

information and pamphlets for their 

customers 

 

Boating safety class on May 21 

 

News releases submitted to area 

media sources with recreational 

boating accidents and fatalities and 

ways to stay safe on the water. 

 

Lake Murray boat patrols  

 

Vessel Safety Checks performed 

free to recreational boaters 

 

 

National Safe Boating Week 

May 21 - 27, 2016 

Public background image  



 

 

 

  

Chapin Mayor signs National 
Safe Boating Week Proclamation 
 
News release dated May 15, 2016 
  
The Honorable Mayor Skip Wilson signed a 

proclamation declaring May 21-27, 2016 as 
Safe Boating Week on behalf of the City of 

Chapin on Friday.  The proclamation empha-
sizes the importance of the states water-
ways and the need for increased awareness 

of safe and responsible boating practices to 
eliminate loss of life, injury, and reduce 

property damage.  Lake Murray U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla Commander Festus 
Burchfield, Flotilla Staff Officer-Public Affairs 

Bill Lindsay and member Matthew Lindsay 
attended the signing. 

 
Recreational boating accidents in South Car-
olina increased from 127 in 2014 to 131 re-

ported accidents in 2015.  There were 19 
recreational boating fatalities in 2015, up 

from 15 fatalities in 2014.     
 
As Safe Boating Week begins the recreation-

al boating season, the local Lake Murray 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary unit will conduct 

lake patrols, offer free vessel safety checks, 
conduct marine dealer visits, and offer a 

boating education class.  The next class will 
be held on Saturday, May 21, 2016 from 
8:30am at 2701 Priceville Road in Gilbert, 

SC.  For more information, contact Scott 
Iverson at (910) 818-1558 or register online 

at SC DNR boater education website.  
 
Boaters are reminded to wear their life jack-

ets, keep a good lookout for other boats and 
people in the water, don’t operate a boat 

under the influence, and be aware of the ef-
fects of sun and heat stress while on the 
water.    

Chapin Mayor Skip Wilson signs a proclamation declaring May 
21-27 as Safe Boating Week, with U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla Commander Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Staff Officer-
Public Affairs Bill Lindsay and member Matthew Lindsay in 
attendance.  Photos, article and news release by Barbara 
Burchfield. 



 

 

 

 
National Safe Boating Week promotes recreational boating safety 
News release by Barbara Burchfield 
  
The U.S. Coast Guard released 2015 recreational boating accidents and fatality statistics 
on May 17, just prior to National Safe Boating Week, the Memorial weekend and the 
beginning of the recreational boating season.  
 
The Coast Guard reports that the number of accidents increased 2.3%, the number of deaths increased 
2.6%, and the number of injuries increase 2.4% in 2015 as compared to 2014. Where cause of death was 
known, 76% of boating accident fatalities drowned and an estimated 85% of the drowning victims were 
not wearing a life jacket. Alcohol was the leading known contributing factor in fatal boating accidents, 
followed by operator inattention, operator inexperience, improper lookout, machinery failure and exces-
sive speed. 

 
The week of May 21-27 leading up to Memorial Day has been designat-
ed National Safe Boating Week with emphasis on boating safety aware-
ness, wearing life jackets and saving lives.  Lake Murray Coast Guard 
Auxiliary members will be visible on the water conducting safety pa-
trols, providing courtesy vessel safety checks, holding a boating safety 
class, and promoting recreational boating safety in the community.  
South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley, Lexington Mayor Steve Mac-
Dougall and Chapin Mayor Skip Wilson signed proclamations declaring 
May 17-27 as Safe Boating Week, recognizing the importance of pre-
venting accidents and fatalities through responsible boating practices. 
 
South Carolina Department of Resources reports there were 19 recrea-

tional boating fatalities and 131 accidents in 2015 as compared to 15 fatalities and 127 accidents in 
2014.  The state has 8,000 miles of rivers, 460,000 acres of lakes and 3,000 miles of coastline, making it a 
year round oasis for recreational users with all types of vessels.   
 
The Coast Guard report shows 502,210 registered recreational vessels in the state in 2015, up from 
462,680 registered vessels in 2014.  Not included in the report is the growing number of paddle sports 
which are not registered.   
 
The Coast Guard Auxiliary encourages everyone to wear a life jacket and follow these safety tips for an 
enjoyable and safe boating season:   
 

1. Get a free vessel safety check on your power boat, fishing boat or paddle craft to ensure the re-
quired safety equipment is aboard and legal. 

2. Take a boating safety class to increase your nautical knowledge. 
3. Coach your passengers to be ‘Lookouts’ while underway to report any sign of danger or to spot 

people in the water, such as divers and swimmers. 
4. File a “float plan” by telling someone where you are going and when you will return. 
5. Don’t drink alcohol or take drugs that may impair your ability to safely operate a vessel. 
6. Watch your wake and minimize its effect to others and the environment. 
7. Be aware of heat stress; hydrate and protect yourself from the sun. 

 
Visit www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com  to register for boating safety classes, arrange for a vessel safety 
check or to find out more about boating safety information and Lake Murray U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
 

Photo: Town of Lexington Mayor Steve MacDougall presents a Safe  Boating Week proclamation to Festus Burchfield, John 
Mezynski and Barbara Burchfield on May 23, 2016.  Photo by Jennifer Dowden, Town of Lexington.  

http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com


 

 

 

 

VFW Memorial Day Ceremonies 
 
Memorial Day ceremonies took place Mon-
day, May 30 at the Lake Murray VFW Post 
6740 in Lexington.  Festus Burchfield, Barba-
ra Burchfield and Robert Falsetti  attended 
the program in uniform to represent the 
USCG Auxiliary and Flotilla 12-3 in honoring 
our fallen veterans.  
 
Keynote speaker was Senator Ronnie Crom-
er, Lt. Colonel (RET) SC Army National Guard 
with 30 years of service and a veteran of the 
first Gulf War.  Excerpts from his speech to 
the VFW membership and guests follow. 
 
“As we look out across our community today, 
Old Glory is flying on nearly every corner - a 
symbol that we all cherish...not only in re-
membrance of the service we’ve offered, but, 
more importantly, for the truth that the flag 
embodies as a statement of America. 
 
Charles Thompson, Secretary of the Conti-
nental Congress, in writing about our nation’s 
flag said… 
 

Red signifies hardiness and valor 
White - purity and innocence 
Blue - vigilance, perseverance and justice 
 

Symbols matter.  
 
We stand united, not behind a single person 
or party, but behind the belief in a republic 
that calls each and every one of us to ser-
vice and duty….to a life that goes beyond 
ourselves.” 
 
 
Top photo: Senator Cromer delivers keynote  speech 
at VFW Memorial Day ceremony. Bottom photo: Rob-
ert Falsetti, Senator Cromer, Festus Burchfield and 
Barbara Burchfield honor America’s veterans. Article 
and photos by Barbara Burchfield.  



 

 

 

 

Clarification of the 12 Year Rule for Fire  
Extinguishers in VE Inspections 
 
There has been confusion surrounding the Nation-
al Fire Protection Association (NFPA10 provision 
dealing with the 12 year fire extinguisher expira-
tion requirement) and the Vessel Safety Check. 
 

The information in the Vessel 
Safety Check Manual COMDTINST 
M16796.8A regarding fire extin-
guisher inspection is the current, 
most accurate guidance. This in-
formation is the only reference 
that should be used by Vessel Ex-
aminers conducting Vessel Safety 
Checks, and providing instruction. 
 
Vessel Examiners may encounter 
some fire extinguishers that have 

a 12 year expiration date on the device during a 
Vessel Safety Check. Extinguishers found beyond 
this 12 year date should not be considered unser-
viceable, and should not fail a Vessel Safety Check 
because of this fact.    
 
These extinguishers should be inspected to ensure 
they are Coast Guard approved, and in compliance 
with the manual in terms of serviceability.  
 
Further details and other current news may be 
found at the Auxiliary Vessel Safety Check website.  
 
Reprint: L2 Auxiliary Leadership Link, May 15, 2016 
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Happy Birthday, USCG Auxiliary! 

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the 
uniformed volunteer component of the Coast 
Guard, established on June 23, 1939 by an act of 
Congress as the United States Coast Guard Re-
serve, it was re-designated as the Auxiliary on 
February 19, 1941. 

 

“Volunteers are just ordinary people 

with extraordinary hearts. They offer the 

gift of their time to teach, to listen, to 

help, to inspire, to build, to grow, to 

learn. They expect no pay, yet the value 

of their work knows no limit. They've 

known the unexpected joy of a simple 

hug. They've planted tiny seeds of love 

in countless lives. Volunteers are just 

ordinary people who reach out and take 

a hand, and together make a difference 

that lasts a lifetime.”  
 

~ Kimberly Rinehart, Poet 

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS & REGISTRATION 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=V-DEPT&category=dir-v-says
http://www.exhibitservices.net/#!d7-dtrain-2016/c1kme


 

 

 

Coast Guard Auxiliary sign at Flotilla Island, 

Lake Murray. Photo by Calvin Bowen 

 

Plastic Debris contributes to death of 29 sperm whales 
Posted March 30, 2016 

In January, 29 sperm whales stranded on shores 

around the North Sea. The results of the necropsies 

(the animal equivalent of autopsies) of 13 of those 

whales, which beached in Germany, near the town 

of Tönning in Schleswig-Holstein, have just been 

released. The animals’ stomachs were filled with 

plastic debris. A 13-metre-long fishing net, a 70cm 

piece of plastic from a car and other pieces of plas-

tic litter had been inadvertently ingested by the ani-

mals, who may have thought they were food, such 

as squid, their main diet, which they consume by 

sucking their prey into their mouths. 

 

Robert Habeck, environment minister for the state of Schleswig-Holstein, said: “These findings show us 

the results of our plastic-oriented society. Animals inadvertently consume plastic and plastic waste, 

which causes them to suffer, and at worst, causes them to starve with full stomachs.”  

 

We cannot make the direct connection between the plastic bottles of water and what they are doing to 

the ultimate source of their supply.  Read more…. 

 

Source: www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/mar/30/plastic-debris-killing-sperm-whales 

 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary - Find out more at www.join.cgaux.org  

Photograph: Jeroen Hoekendijk 

http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/mar/30/plastic-debris-killing-sperm-whales
http://join.cgaux.org/index.php
http://join.cgaux.org/index.php

